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FROM THE PRINCIPAL’S DESK: 
 

Dear Parents / Guardians 
 
SMOOTH START TO YEAR 
I am pleased to report that the start of the year has got off to an excellent start and we hope that your 
children have settled in well.  We had a good turn-out at the Orientation meetings last week and we thank 
you for your attendance. If you were unable to make it, please schedule a personal appointment to meet 
with the class teacher.  
 
RCL (REPRESENTATIVE COUNCIL OF LEARNERS) 
We congratulate the following Grade 7 pupils who were selected by their peers to represent the pupils on 
the R.C.L. for the first term. We know they have a busy term ahead and wish them every success: Brogan 
Boulle, Rhys Dedlow, Taylor Edwards, Michelle Goshen, Ziphozethu Gowa, Darren Kopke, Murray 
McEwan, Sakhile Mhlanga, Caitlin Redelinghuis, Amy Ryan, Juhi Seetal, Greg Smith 
 
SCOOL MAGAZINE (2011) 
We were delighted to distribute the 2011 “School Bell” this week for the first time in a number of years. It 
provides a wonderful memoir of the year so please ensure you receive your copy from your child/ren. 
Copies for last year’s grade 7s have been sent home with siblings, or delivered to the local high schools for 
collection.  Sincere thanks to Mrs Tammy Tanner, the Editor, for this memorable keepsake.    
 
BREAKFASTAND MID-MORNING SNACK 
Just as our cars cannot run on an empty fuel tank, so the human body cannot function effectively 
(concentrate in class) without the right nutrition. Breakfast is undoubtedly the most important ‘fuel stop’ and 
should be non-negotiable in your household. Please ensure that lunch packs include a fruit/nuts snack 
which can be eaten in class at around 09:30 to see the children through to their first break. This is 
especially important in the SP section where break is only at 10:25.   
 
ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION: GET CONNECTED 
Please note that as per last week’s newsletter, we would like all families with electronic communication 
facilities to get connected to access newsletters, monthly school fee statement, school policies etc via the 
communicator or website. Please note that you have to log onto the website yourself to activate the 
newsletter system. The school cannot do it for you as it requires passwords and selection processes. 
Please assist us and get connected. Hard copies are available at the school and will be sent home only to 
those requesting it. 
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If you would like your monthly school fee statement emailed to you, please send an email requesting this 
to: bursar@hillcrestprimary.co.za. 
 
Included in our electronic information will be our monthly “What’s Up” magazine. Please contact Mrs Kirsty 
Poisson for details and costs to advertise your business. (kpoisson@hillcrestprimary.co.za / 031 765 1214 
ext 107) 
 
Our communicator has had 193 installations in the last 30 days and so far there have been 504 
installations altogether.  Please install this facility if you have not yet done so. If you have a disk and no 
longer want to keep it at home, please return it to the school.  
 
NB EARLY CLOSING: FRIDAY 10 FEBRUARY (12:30) 
Please be advised that HPS is hosting a large teachers’ meeting on Friday 10 February which necessitates 
the early closing of the school to avoid excessive traffic congestion. The Foundation Phase (grades R-3) 
will close at 12:10 and the SP will close at 12:20. Please make the necessary arrangements and we 
apologize for any inconvenience.   
 
TO CLOSE 
In response to the 2011 matric results which were marked by excessively good results (A’s being two a 
penny) or appallingly bad (schools with a 100% failure rate), Professor Jonathan Jansen, the Vice-
Chancellor of the University of the Free State, makes an impassioned appeal to all sensible people to 
“push back against mediocrity.” Wise words from a very significant Educational Practitioner.  
 
I look forward to meeting many of our new parents at the Cocktail party next Wednesday.  
 
Yours sincerely 
      
 
 
Ms. Sally Chapman 
PRINCIPAL 
 
 
 

1. THANK YOU’s 
- Sandy Hodges – for the donation of the computer and monitor ( Tanya – Gr 4R) 
- First Technology – for the loan of the HP Multiseat system. 
 

2. LABEL CHECK: MONDAY 30 JANUARY 
It is vital that ALL your child’s property is clearly labeled, and this will be checked next Monday. 

    
3. P.E. UNIFORM: RULES 

Pupils are now requested to wear white/predominantly white takkies (not school shoes) with their PE uniform. This should 
be worn with short white/ the regulation short green and white short socks (girls), and short white/long green and white sports 
socks (boys).  Secret socks/boys khaki socks or coloured takkies are not allowed. Children without predominantly white 
takkies may continue to wear school shoes with PE outfits for the remainder of this year only. The new rule becomes 
compulsory with effect January 2012.  Two infringements of the PE dress code will result in the privilege of wearing the PE 
outfit on PE days being revoked for that child.   
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NEW PARENTS’ COCKTAIL PARTY 
 
DATE: WEDNESDAY 1 FEBRUARY, 2012 

TIME: 18:00 – 19:30 

VENUE: MAIN HALL 

DRESS: SMART CASUAL 

 

RSVP: Mrs Siân Bourne 
 (sbourne@hillcrestprimary.co.za/031 765 1214 ext 102) by 30/01/12 

 
Please note: Supervision of children unable to stay at home will be available in the 

JP hall.  
Children will not be allowed to run around outside, but will confined to the hall 

and entertained with an educational video. 
 

4. OUTREACH:CHANGE FOR CHARITY 
We are continuing our collection of “Brown money” and ask that families donate their small change. Class collections are 
counted weekly. Contributions have enabled us to assist needy H.P.S. families with food parcels, as well as support needy 
people in the community.  
 

5. FUNDRAISING: HERITAGE MOTORS: (ENGEN – ALONGSIDE HERITAGE MARKET) 
Please support this mutually beneficial partnership by filling up at Heritage Motors. Petrol slips must be handed in to the 
class teacher with your child’s name and grade on the back of the slip. Every end of term your child can win a hamper and 
the school receives a cash donation. For the class that returns the most slips, you win your teacher a free car wash. 

 
MYSCHOOL CARDS: THE EASIEST WAY TO FUNDRAISE! 
All statistics and results that are printed from time to time in our newsletters are based on 
the amount of times the cards are used and not the Rand value connected to them. So 
remember to use your card at every shop and help raise funds for our school. To apply for 
your MySchool card please use one of the following options: (telephone 0860 100 445 / 
website: www.myschool.co.za). Please will ALL new families register for their MySchool 
card soon. 
 
THE MAKRO ROSSBURGH SCHOOL REBATE PROGRAMME 
Makro will link your Makro card to the HILLCREST PRIMARY 
SCHOOL Banner Group and an allocated percentage of the profit 
made on your purchases at Makro Rossburgh will be donated to the 
school.  It is that easy! 
NB: This Agreement is with Makro Rossburgh Only! Any purchase 
at any other Makro will not be valid for the rebate to the school. 
Please ask the Senior Primary Offices for application forms and 
return them once completed. Should you have requested a new 
card they will post your Makro card without delay. The existing 
Makro card holders will be allocated to the school group. 
Therefore if you have an existing Makro card please still complete 
the application form so they can link you to the group. 
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LOST PROPERTY POLICY – 2012 
All items are expected to be clearly marked / labelled. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

SENIOR PRIMARY JUNIOR PRIMARY 

 In Charge: Mrs Sally Byram / Mrs Janet Bell 
 (Second Corridor – next to the SP staffroom).   

In Charge: Mrs Kirsty Poisson (Admin Offices) 

Lost property (labelled or unlabelled) is to be 
handed in to Mrs Byram / Mrs Bell (SP)  

Lost property (labelled or unlabelled) is to be 
handed in to Mrs. Poisson at the JP Admin offices 

Labelled Items:  May be collected from Mrs Byram / 
Mrs Bell before school each day (07:20). 

Labelled Items: May be collected from Mrs Poisson 
during eating time daily. 

Unlabelled Items: Items will have to be described, in 
detail, with specific marks / idiosyncrasies, in order 
to be claimed.   
  

Unlabelled Items: Items will have to be described, in 
detail, with specific marks / idiosyncrasies, in order 
to be claimed.   

PARENTS - Parents may collect lost items on 
FRIDAYS between 12:00 – 12:15. 

PARENTS – Parents may collect Lost Property daily 
before (07:00 – 08:00) and after (12:20 – 14:00) 
school.  

At the end of each term all unclaimed items (marked or unmarked) will be displayed and thereafter sold as 
second-hand goods from the Uniform Shop.  Proceeds will go towards sponsoring children who cannot 
afford uniforms.  Items handed in during the last 2 weeks of the term will be carried over into the next 
term’s collection. Dates will be advised in the newsletters. 
 
AFTERCARE LOST PROPERTY - To be claimed from Aftercare. 

PARENTS INVOLVEMENT COMMITTEEPARENTS INVOLVEMENT COMMITTEEPARENTS INVOLVEMENT COMMITTEEPARENTS INVOLVEMENT COMMITTEE    

    
Our 1st PIC Team meeting of 2012 will be held in the JP Staffroom on  

Thursday 2 February at 07h30 sharp. 
 

We hope that all available parents join us at this meeting.   
It is kept brief and to the point - we will be discussing all the areas that parents may 

volunteer to help in (not only during working hours) so parents who would like to become 
involved in helping our school be the best it can be, please join me next Thursday. We are 
indeed privileged to have such a wonderful school available to us and, and with our help, 

we can maintain the high standard we currently boast. 
 

Thank you in advance for being so eager to get involved at our wonderful school.   
I look forward to meeting you all next week. 

Kind regards 
Dorene Jansen van Vuuren  

 
 


